22 Apr 71 


Notes on letters from you dating back to 14 Mar, as I organize them for filing: 

Publishers Weekly (yours of 25 Mar) - If you have an extra copy of their 
review, could we have one for onr file? Haven* t seen even the review itself. Ordered 
the book several weeks ago but have heard nothing yet from the lady who runs our 
bookstore here, who has otherwise always provided very prompt service, and prides 
herself on it. Do the publishers consider themselves guardians of some state secret, 
or - as we*d prefer to think - is the book selling so well we're waiting for another 
printing? Still on the same subject, when the n Es tabli shment arian reviewer” produces 
his article on the three books he considers the best of those he read last year, if you 
happen to remember it we'd like to know when and where it appears so we can get a copy. 

Hal - When we went to Oakland to see him last week, took several of your 
latest letters so he could get caught up. However, did not include yours of 25 Mar 
because of personal remarks about him in it (would prefer he didn't know we've been 
discussing his apparent state of mind, etc., but he knows we've kept you informed about 
his being out of work, his new address and so on) - where was I? That was the letter 
where you said it would be useful if he could speak to Louis Freeman. As it happened, 

he suggested that himself in relation to calling Eason and others. 

Also, we forgot to tell you in the last letter that he said he has not seen 
or been in touch with Paul Hoch for months. 

Eason (yours of 29 Mar) - His program is on from 7 to 10 p.m. , Mon through 
Fri, then on Sundays 5 p.m. to (l think) 7 p.m. 

Hermes (yours of 7 Apr) - Can't understand why yours has been such a 

disappointment. Just happened to get a lemon? We ' ve had five, only one of which 

wasn't entirely satisfactory, and that wa3 an early post-war "Baby” (briefcase size). 

I'd had a pre-war version which performed beautifully; lost it in Manila. Y/e still 

have a much- travelled and much-used 2000, now 53 years old which though somewhat tired 

is still functional and so much a part of the family we wouldn't part with it for 

anything. We now each have a 5000 and wouldn't want anything better. I must admit 

that the small type on this one doesn't make good copies, but I don't have need for vast 
, other 

numbers and when that does happen I use the one with larger type. It also must be 

admitted that the Hermes touch takes some getting used to. On our 5000's we each had 

one type key changed, to provide for square brackets - [ ] - very handy. 

John Barkhan (yours of 10 Apr) - The draft of your letter to the NYPost, 
and other letters like it you've let us see (to my surprise, I find I can feel sorry for 
even Mr. Foreman), fills me with a sense of relief that we're on your side of the fence 
and the hope that we may never be on the other. But - if we'd never heard of you and 
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came to this cold in the Post, I think I at least would he less interested in getting 
the book than if the same points were made with less fury. No one is more effective 
than you are when your weapon is cold logic. The effect is deadly, and unanswerable. 
For me the p'i-ch'i (untranslatable Chinese word which wraps up in one neat package 
not only the feeling itself, but all the fireworks in expressing it), even though 
justified, is a distracting factor, and I have to subtract it to see what really very 
good points you are making. No, no, no, I’m not saying "turgid writing"! I just 
think it would sting more with less p’i-ch'i. I want it to sting. 

This unsolicited advice comes to you entirely without charge or obligation 
from The Wise Old Woman of the Tribe. (I'm a whole year older than you are.) 

Media, Pa . (yours of 10 Apr) - Had already started talcing clippings on this 
and if we come across anything along the lines you indicate, you'll certainly have it. 
However, I'm a month behind on the NYTimes, though I hope to get started on them today. 
As to "anything on informants of any kind," do you mean Tommy the Traveller types? 

Have some of that. As for "mechanics of handling, paying, contact, etc.," will 
cautiously offer to plod plod through the appropriate folders, if you're in dire need, 
but off-hand can't remember anything we have which might be useful. But then my 
memory, in perfect harmony with the rest of me, is not what it once was. 

Allen Ginsburg (your undated note, on yellow scratchpad) - Have heard or 
seen somewhere, can't remember where, that he is working on a book or article on CIA 
involvement in hard drugs; have no idea if Cubans mentioned. Have heard nothing of 
Ms SCLC thing. The May Ramparts has an article by Frank Browning and Banning Garrett 
("The New Opium War") but on a quick skim- through seems to deal only with Laos and 
South Vietnam, notliing about Cubans. Will remember, though, the angle you mention, 
take-over of the trade from the Mafia, and will let you know if we see any suggestion 
of it. 

Sony (yours of 12 Apr) - Should make it clear we realize that what you had 
in mind was something more concealable, but this was just too good to pass ux>. You 
wouldn't believe - due to a combination of circumstances which I'm not going to go 
into - how little we actually paid for it, so use it with a free heart. It should at 
least be useful when travelling, and make it more possible for you to get the other if 
you don't have buy one like this, too. When you get a patchcord to record directly 
from radio or television, and if you have one of those timers that turn lights etc on 
and off, you may be able to do the whole thing automatically. We almost routinely tape 
what we want when we're asleep or out, then listen when it's convenient. I suppose you 
already know cassette tapes come a whole hour to a side. We've found that Sony is 
consistently more trouble-free, tape-wise. 


Something I wanted to say and forgot: If it sometimes takes 

us a while to respond to your letters, it's entirely because of 
the very nearly impossible office schedule. With a 24-hour 
operation there are naturally three shifts, and on occasion we 
have had all three in one week; we f ve had nine and ten days at a 
stretch without time off, and after that perhaps one day (spent 
in bed). In times of crisis, of course it can be coped with, but 
not for months on end. 

You can imagine what this costs in purely physical terms. 

(Or can you imagine what it's like to get out of bed and face, not 
breakfast, but the cooking and eating of dinner? Our ’'normal’ 1 
schedule.) Add to this the mental and emotional pressures at 
work, due to under- staffing, lack of time, and most of all the 
handling of frivolities instead of what's really happening, and 
you have two tired, tired people who spend - must spend - so meuh 
much energy just keeping their noses above water there's very 
little left over for anything else. I'm not under the same 
pressures but I do feel some of them, empathetically, and I keep 
the same hours. 


